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propriety; and in this he was highly successful.
Maum Guinea and Her Plantation "Children"
(1861) by his wife Metta Victor, was a slave
romance comparable in its influence to Uncle
Tom's Cabin and so popular that half a million
copies were sold in the United States and a hun-
dred thousand in England. It was Number 33 in
the series. Another, Seth Jones, or the Captives
of the Frontier, by Edward S. Ellis, also had an
enormous sale.

A great impetus to the production of the dime
novels was the discovery that they were eagerly
desired by the soldiers in the Civil War, and
wagon-loads of new issues were sold at the front.
After the war Beadle featured stories of the
West. He himself went to that region to get
Indian scouts and trappers to write for him first-
hand accounts of their adventures. As a result,
"the Beadle books/' it is said, "present a more
accurate and vivid picture of the appearance,
manner, speech, habits, and methods of the pio-
neers than do the more formal historians" (Beadle
Collection, post, p. 7). Irwin Beadle sold his in-
terest in the firm in 1862 and Robert Adams
died in 1866 and was succeeded in the business
by two sons. After 1875 stories of the West
were less popular and Beadle turned to stories
of crime and New York life. He retired in 1889
with a large fortune and spent the rest of his
life on his estate "Glimmerview" at Cooperstown.
In 1892 he ran for Congress on the Republican
ticket but was defeated.

He had married, Apr. 22, 1846, Mary Ann
Pennington of Cooperstown, and had three chil-
dren, Irwin, Walter, and Sophie. His grave is in
Lakewood Cemetery, Cooperstown.

[E. L. Pearson, Dime Novels (1929) ; D. T. Lutes,
"Erastus Beadle, Dime Novel King," JV. Y. Hist., Apr.
1941; H. M. Robinson, "Mr. Beadle's Books/' Book-
man, Mar. 1929; F. L. Mott, A Hist, of Am. Maga-
zines, 1850-65 (1938) ; The Beadle Collection of Dime
Novels, Given to the N. Y. Pub. Lib. by Dr. Frank P.
O'Brien (1922); JV. Y. Tribune, Dec. 20, 1894.]
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BECKWITH, CLARENCE AUGUSTINE
(July 21, i849-Apr. 2, 1931), theologian, edu-
cator, the first son and second child of the three
children of Justin Williams and Sarah (Upton)
Beckwith, was born at Charlemont in the Deer-
field River Valley, Berkshire Hills, Mass. In his
fourteenth year the family moved to a farm in
Victor Township, Clinton County, Mich. After
completing the high-school course at St. John's,
Mich., he entered Olivet College, from which he
was graduated with the degree of A.B. in 1874.
He then spent two years (1874-76) as a stu-
dent at the Yale Divinity School, after which,

Beckwith

a year at Bangor Theological Seminary. lie-
sides his theological decree received from Bangor
Seminary in 1877, he was granted the degree of
A.M. by Olivet College. He pursued further
studies at the University of Hcrlin ( hSo^cjS ).

In 1877 he was ordained to the Con-n "..iliimal
ministry at Brewer, Mo., where he remained as
pastor until 1882, in which year lie was railed
to what proved to be a ten-year uT.lm.-ilr of the
WestRoxbmy (Boston) C<m:.;i< ."..ili"'!.!! ( Tmivh.
From 1893 to 1905 he was professor of Chris-
tian theology in the Bangor Theological Snn-
inary, and from 1005; until his rethement in
December 1926 beheld the Illinois ProlVv.or.hip
of Systematic Theology in the Chicago Theo-
logical Seminary, lie was married in Boston on
Sept. 25, 1878,to Kugenie Lobn.of Oliy-t, Mich.,
who had boon born in the Swiss Alp-; and bad
crossed the American continent in the "covered-
wagon days" before the Civil War; they had one
son, Paul Loba.

Beckwith was the author of two book .T A',-..
all tics of Christian TJicoloc/y (10,00) and '/'//<'
Idea of God, Historical, Critit'til, ('tnislntt'tfc'c
(1922). The former work, written during the
Bangor professorship, undertakes a iv.statrmrnt
of Christian theology on the basis of the Chris-
tian religious experience and in terms of modern
thought, i.e., JUblicnl criticism, the history of
dogma, evolutionary biology, general psychology
and the psychology of religion, philosophy, and
ethics. Theology is viewed as a continuous at-
tempt to interpret the Christ in M religious con-
sciousness (created by the revelation of God hi
Jesus Christ) under the special historical condi-
tions of each succeeding age. In The Idea of
God Beckwith, after a critical examination of
traditional Christian theism, defines Cod as Cre-
ative and Purposive Good Will, immanent and
at work in the world, whether unconsciously,
consciously (as in man), or supereonseiously.
He claims to find the divine immanence in a uni-
versal principle or activity, and the divine tran-
scendence in the ideal meaning which is to be
made actual. "The immanent God is 'the God
of things as they are'; the transcendent God is
the God of things as they are to become." The
theologian has the task of ascertaining what
kind of a world the creative Good Will is ac-
tualizing here and now.

Beckwith's literary work included editorship
of the department of systematic theology, in 7V
New Schaff-Herssog Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge (i2vols., 1908-12),andcontributions
to the Dictionary of the Apostolic Church (2
vols., 1916-22) and A Dictionary of Religion
and Ethics (1923), edited by Shailcr Mathews
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